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Abstract

The aim of the research is to investigate and understand the
historical and social dimensions of unrest caused by water
scarcity and drought in the Sistan region during the Second
Pahlavi Period by examining the content of documents from the
National Archives and Library of Iran and other archival sources.
The research method is historical and descriptive-analytical.
Library sources have also been used. The research, based on
documents from the National Archives and Library of Iran and
other archival sources, seeks to answer the following questions:
How did the water scarcity crisis in Sistan during the Second
Pahlavi Period turn from a natural problem into social unrest?
What role and function can be attributed to government policies,
local institutions, and popular actions in this process? And finally,
what mechanisms have contributed to the inefficiency of crisis
management? The research findings show that during the Pahlavi
II period, the Sistan region faced a water crisis caused by the
water cut off from the Helmand River by Afghanistan and the
ineffectiveness of government policies. This crisis led to social
unrest and farmer sit-ins, widespread migration, and reduced
food security. The water crisis has not only had environmental
consequences, but also numerous political, security, and social
consequences. The main cause of the unrest was the structural
inefficiency in water resource management, the water cut off by
Afghanistan, and the weakness of the Iranian government in
responding to the demands of the people of Sistan.

Keywords: National Documents, Drought, Pahlavi II, Sistan
Unrest, Water Shortage.
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