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Abstract

This study presents a critical systematic review of research on
water conflicts in the Kashafrud river basin (Mashhad) and uses a
framework-based synthesis to identify analytical and policy
shortcomings in the literature. An integrative framework drawing
on resource governance theories, historical and sociological
institutionalism, game theory, and principal-agent theory was
developed and translated into operational coding indicators. Out
of 48 identified studies, after removing duplicates and conceptual
screening, 14 studies were included for qualitative appraisal.
Results show that “historical path dependence” was absent in 11
studies and strong in only 2. For “rules and governance
arrangements,” no study scored strong, while 11 were limited and
3 were absent. For “conflict type and level,” only 1 study scored
strong and 3 were absent. For “actors and power distribution,” 2
studies were strong and 12 were limited. Moreover, about half of
the studies were absent in “representation and stakeholder
participation,” and most studies were limited or absent in
“cultural and normative dimensions.” Overall, the main weakness
is not the lack of problem description, but limited attention to
institutional trajectories, the absence of a coherent conflict
typology, insufficient measurement of stakeholder power and
representation, and weak links between governance rules and
operational mechanisms for dispute resolution, enforcement, and
accountability. Accordingly, the article proposes three policy
steps: developing a conflict typology with a corresponding
dispute-resolution  package, upgrading a monitorable
responsibility-accountability matrix, and reconstructing a
decision timeline coupled with mapping institutional bottlenecks.
Keywords: Water Conflicts, Water Resources Governance,
Conlflict of Interest, Critical Systematic Review, Kashafrud River
Basin (Mashhad).
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