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Abstract

OUS>

Food and water security are one of the most critical sub-
jects in all countries. Water deficiency is turning to a na-
tional crisis in Iran, due to climate change and non-opti-
mal management of water resources. Due to the increase
in water tensions, the national production will encounter
major challenges which will lead to more dependency on
importing foodstuff. It is notable that in the future, water
deficiency will not be due to water shortage, but could be
the consequence of the weakness in the regulations, inap-
propriate policies, and unplanned use of water resources.
Accordingly, water governance in Iran has become a cru-
cial concern in the context of increasing water deficiency,
local and border water conflict, and global climate chang-
es. Drying of water basins and the decline of groundwater
is the result of the aforementioned regulations. Altogether,
in the current situation of Iran, in order to guarantee the
production of sustainable food products, considering the
worsening state of water shortage, it is necessary to notice
good governance, along with the empowerment of indig-
enous communities and the revival of their knowledge in
areas related to the conservation and optimal utilisation of
water resources. In this study, while addressing different
dimensions of water governance and its role in water and
food security, the innovative water governance methods
have been described in the field of water security com-
pared to conventional methods of integrated water re-
sources management.

Keywords: Water governance, Water security, Food

security, Integrated water resources management.
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1- Good governance

2- Global Water Partnership (GWP)

3- Committee on World Food Security (CFS)

4- United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

5- World Health Organization (WHO)

6- Water Governance Facility (WGF)

7- United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

8- Stockholm International Water Institute (STWT)

9- Organization for Economic Co-operation and De-

velopment (OECD)

10- the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization International Hydrological Pro-

gramme (UNESCO IHP)

11- International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH)

12-World Bank and Global Environment Facility

(GEF)

13- FAO Water Scarcity Programme

14- regional water scarcity initiative (WSI)

15- sustainable development goal (SDG)

16- integrated water resources management (IWRM)
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18- polycentric

19- polycentric

20- social learning
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